
In just ten years, ReadWorks, an edtech nonprofit, has built a world-class 
technology platform that brings evidence-based content, curricular supports, and other 
features to educators to support their students’ reading comprehension goals — for FREE. 
Since our inception, 5 million teachers and 29.5 million students in 92% of all K-8 schools 
in the US have used ReadWorks. 

ReadWorks rapidly responded to the changes in education caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. We saw a massive surge in demand with over 400,000 new educators signing 
up. ReadWorks’ ability to respond so effectively was a testament to the power and 
stability of our platform and the knowledge of our staff. The pandemic exposed, for all to 
see, the gaps in opportunity and access within the education system. ReadWorks’ future 
is focused on helping to mitigate those gaps in impact and equity.

5 million educators

29.5 million students

5,500 passages

92% of K-8 schools

The First Ten Years

Unrivaled Efficiency

An entire year of ReadWorks costs:
$2.31

19¢
per teacher

per student

Over my past 10 years as Principal, Readworks has provided an 
essential resource for my students and teachers, that allowed us 
access to high quality, diverse texts and resources that we otherwise 
would not have had access to. Being able to acquire texts in multiple 
reading levels so all students felt the confidence of an entry point 
while teachers had the opportunity to meet the needs of their 
individual students was a game changer in our reading instruction. 

Dawn DeCosta, 
Principal, Thurgood Marshall Academy Lower School
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My Foundation has been supporting 
ReadWorks from the beginning. We 
give to over twenty organizations a 
year and you are at the top of our list. 
What impresses us the most is your 
scale. There are a lot of great causes 
out there that do wonderful things, but 
they have various limitations of scale. 
ReadWorks has a universal, unlimited 
scale. You are so far and away the best 
scale investment we make. 

Anson Beard, Jr., 
Trustee, Tsunami Foundation

Deepening Impact by actively promoting and improving 
teacher practices and platform features that help students 
achieve improved outcomes in reading comprehension. 
Projects include:
•	 Customizing recommendations to encourage higher 

levels of student achievement 
•	 Enhancing the Student Library’s recommendation 

algorithm
•	 Pre-packaging tutoring materials and guidance

Supporting Educational Equity by ensuring 
that students in under-resourced schools have access 
to ReadWorks and training teachers to use our products 
and features effectively so all students have a chance to 
succeed. Projects include:
•	 Improving our offline mode for those who lack adequate 

internet access
•	 Developing a pathway for out-of-school time 

environments to reach students we might not serve 
in schools

•	 Growing our library’s diverse texts so students see 
themselves in what they read - a proven reading 
engagement strategy

Building Our Talent, Technology, and 
Infrastructure to support and advance these efforts and 
create a sustainable organization. Projects include:
•	 Implementing a new content management system
•	 Formalizing our customer service process
•	 Growing our team of dedicated staff

Looking Ahead
After ten years of building a world-class technology platform and a robust user community, 
ReadWorks is beginning a new phase by pivoting towards three primary focuses. We are 
seeking funding for exciting projects to meet our new initiatives.
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PLEASE HELP SUPPORT US IN OUR NEXT DECADE OF GROWTH AND IMPACT


