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Article-A-Day™ Case Study 
in a 6th-grade New Mexico
Classroom

Discover the transformative impact of the ReadWorks Article-A-Day™ routine. This
research brief highlights key findings from a year-long Article-A-Day implementation,
showcasing how this tool effectively integrates knowledge-building with reading and
writing to boost student engagement and learning outcomes.
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The Article-A-Day routine is a one-of-a-kind tool designed to systematically build
background knowledge, vocabulary, and reading stamina in just 10-15 minutes a day. Each
day, students read or listen to an article from a carefully curated, topically-aligned weekly
text set. Afterward, they capture their insights by writing in their Books of Knowledge,
reflecting on what they’ve learned. Then, as they share these discoveries with classmates,
students engage in meaningful conversations, supporting their overall knowledge and
vocabulary growth through a dynamic blend of reading, writing, and speaking.

Mr. Leon Haskie, a sixth-grade teacher at Atsá Biyáázh Community School in New Mexico,
used Article-A-Day™ for the entire 2021-2022 school year. Over 90% of his students are
connected to the Navajo tribe, with the others mixed with Navajo and another tribe. The
school uses the Journeys ELA program and does monthly formative assessments of reading
progress. In July 2022, we interviewed Mr. Haskie about his and his students’ experience.

The ReadWorks Article-A-Day Routine

Participants and Methodology

Key Findings

Increased student engagement

At first, they were like, ‘Oh, I hope I don't get called on to share my writing.’

But as we started progressing throughout the year, I started to see that

they would actually volunteer their work to be showcased.

– Mr. Haskie, Teacher
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More Words Read!

At the start of the school year, the majority of students were performing below-grade level,
as indicated by a high number of “red” (significantly below grade level) and “yellow”
(approaching grade level) indicators with only a few “light green” (proficient) indicators.
Through consistent implementation of the Article-A-Day™ routine and regular progress
monitoring, Mr. Haskie observed significant improvements by year-end, including among
students receiving resource support.

Key Findings (con’t)

Increased amount of reading and writing

 Improved standardized test scores

The tracker read                         words and then                         words and then

more and more. It was amazing to see how many words the kids actually read.

You know, I honestly can't get that amount of reading from any textbook.

– Mr. Haskie, Teacher

100,000 150,000

I saw the students’ growth

in writing just from reading.

– Mr. Haskie, Teacher

Read the entire case study here on the ReadWorks blog.

https://about.readworks.org/blog/using-article-a-day-as-a-regular-part-of-instruction

