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The First Woman Senator
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Ms. Felton working tirelessly

Rebecca Latimer was born in Georgia on June 10, 1835. She graduated from college and was
married to William Felton before she was twenty. She worked as her husband William's campaign
manager when he ran for Congress in 1874. She later became one of the most politically active
women of her day. Still, her day was yet to come - literally! On November 21, 1922, Rebecca Felton
became the first woman in the U.S. Senate.

Rebecca helped her husband plan his strategies. William
won the election. He served in the House of
Representatives for six years. Rebecca continued as one
of her husband's closest advisors. Women were not
allowed to vote then, and few women had roles in politics.
People criticized William Felton for including Rebecca in
politics.

Rebecca did not stop working in politics. She worked for
many different issues such as allowing women to vote
and improving public education. After her husband died in
1909, she was still active. She wrote books about life and
politics. The books increased her popularity.
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Age was nothing but a number for Rebecca Felton fill the seat. Women had just won the right to vote, and

Hardwick saw a chance to be popular with women voters.

First, he offered the seat to Watson's widow. She said no. Next, Hardwick appointed Rebecca. She
could only be a Senator until the elections in October 1922, but for one day, she became the first
woman in the Senate. She was also the oldest senator!
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