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The ReadWorks Article-A-Day Routine

The Article-A-Day routine is a one-of-a-kind tool designed to systematically build
background knowledge, vocabulary, and reading stamina in just 10-15 minutes a day. Each
day, students read or listen to an article from a carefully curated, topically-aligned weekly
text set. Afterward, they capture their insights by writing in their Books of Knowledge,
reflecting on what they’ve learned. Then, as they share these discoveries with classmates,
students engage in meaningful conversations, supporting their overall knowledge and
vocabulary growth through a dynamic blend of reading, writing, and speaking.

Participants and Methodology

A fourth-grade teacher in a rural school in North Carolina and a fifth-grade teacher in
an urban school in New York implemented Article-A-Day with their combined total of
63 students for four weeks. Students read at least five articles in each week’s Article-
A-Day set and wrote what they learned in their Books of Knowledge. We used the
Write Right Now software to analyze the length of and word choice in their Friday
Book of Knowledge entries.

Key Findings

On average, students wrote 3.78 more words in their
Friday writing for each subsequent week's response.

On average, students use more key conceptual vocabulary in their
writing after reading Article-A-Day sets focused on similar concepts
within a topic (e.g., Relationships between Living Things) than after sets
focused on examples within a topic (e.g., Inspiring Olympic Athletes).



