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Article-A-Day™ Meaning
Mapper Vocabulary Activity
Exploratory Study

This evidence report highlights key findings from a five-month implementation,
demonstrating how the Meaning Mapper interactive vocabulary activity can help
students build critical word knowledge networks.
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With Meaning Mapper, students build connections among words each day of the Article-A-
Day routine. When new words are connected to background knowledge and related words
that students know, they are easier to learn. Building connections among vocabulary words
is key to reading comprehension. Graphic organizers, like the one in this activity, help
make these abstract connections concrete.

A high school teacher in Durban, South Africa, implemented the Meaning Mapper activity
with her 73 13- and 14-year-old students for five months. We interviewed this teacher at
the midpoint and end of the implementation and surveyed the students at the end.

The ReadWorks Article-A-Day Meaning Mapper Routine

Participants and Methodology

Key Findings

Students often incorporated
ReadWorks-chosen vocabulary
words with the new words they
chose to add to their Meaning
Maps, indicating an understanding
of the core vocabulary.

Students often used words from earlier connections on their Meaning
Maps in their written explanations of new connections, demonstrating
an applied understanding of the word’s meaning.

Read the entire case study here on the ReadWorks blog.

It helped me with my vocabulary

and my understanding of words

that I have never heard of before.

– Student Participant

This program has helped me a lot with my vocabulary,

sentence structure, and understanding difficult words.

– Student Participant
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