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Ava DuVernay

Do you enjoy movies that make you laugh and cry? Ava DuVernay directs movies that cause audiences to 

experience a range of emotions. She is a world renowned African-American director who believes it is 

important for her movies to cause a strong reaction in viewers.

Ava DuVernay was inspired to go into the arts at a young age by her aunt, Denise. Denise was a nurse 

who worked the night shift so she could pursue her artistic passions during the day. Over time, DuVernay 

saw that she could make her own statement through film. She began creating documentaries that showed 

the issues and triumphs of the communities around her. She then moved into directing and writing her own 

films, winning many awards at film festivals around the nation.

In many of her films, Ava DuVernay makes art about many parts of the black experience. One of her goals 

is to combine activism and art. A major film of hers, Selma, focuses on a march by protestors fighting for 

voting rights protections during the Civil Rights Movement. She earned a Golden Globe nomination for 

best director for this film. She was the first black woman to be nominated for this award.

In 2016, Disney announced that Ava DuVernay would direct A Wrinkle in Time. She was the first woman of 

color to direct a live-action film with a budget of over $100 million.

Currently, Ava DuVernay is working on her television show, Queen Sugar. One of her philosophies is to 

hire a diverse cast and crew to give many people a range of opportunities. She believes in offering 

opportunities to talented female directors. This is the first television series in which female directors direct 

every episode.

DuVernay's confidence and drive define a lot of her work. She says, "I choose what I do. Anything that I'm 

embracing is something that I'm involved in from the ground up. I do love everything that I'm doing, and I 

love the stories that I'm telling. "
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