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Maria Mitchell looking through a telescope

Look at the sky at night. You may see stars shining brightly. The
moon might look like a circle.
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Maria Mitchell watched the night sky,
too. She was an astronomer.
Astronomers study planets and other
things in space. Maria used a
telescope to look at the sky.
Telescopes help us see things that
are far away. a telescope

One night, Maria was looking

through her telescope. She saw a comet no one had ever seen.
Comets are like icy snowballs. They are made of dust, rocks, and
gas. They burn up when they get close to the hot sun. Maria was
the first person from the United States to find a new comet. The
comet was named after Maria.

Maybe a comet will fly by next time you
look up at the night sky!
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